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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tine fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1 April 
2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Schock et al (US 5,254,097) 

Schock teaches a device for injection, comprising a body (10) provided with a first 
channel (14) for conveyance of a first medical substance and a first connecting 
component (30) having a first port (32a) for introduction of a first medical substance 
into said first channel, and a second channel (42) for conveyance of a second medical 
substance and a second connecting component (36) having a second port (46) said 
second port (46) has a first flexible membrane (45) which can be opened by means of 
an injection component for injecting a second medical substance into said second 



Application/Control Number: 10/520,724 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3767 

channel, and provided with a third connecting component (12) being common to the 
first and the second channels and having at least one third port (39) for conveying 
medical substances out from said first and second channels, characterized in that 
connecting components and the body are designed as an integrated unit (Fig 2), and 
said third connecting component is a first luer fitting component provided with a thread 
(28) for releasable connection with a second luer fitting component having a 
corresponding thread, for creating a luer fitting coupling. 

As to claim 2, Fig 2; claim 3, said third connecting component (distal portion of the 
body) has a fourth port (46), wherein said third port (at 41 ) constitutes an outlet for the 
first channel and said fourth port constitutes an outlet for the second channel; as to 
claim 4, second flexible membrane arranged in an injection component (34) which is 
connectable to said second connecting component (Fig 2); as to claim 5, the device 
has a means (36) for holding said second flexible membrane with a pressure against 
said first membrane; as to claims 6-10, Fig 2,6 and 8. 

Schock does not teach that the first channel extends in a generally straight line through 
the body of the device. Instead, the second channel extends in a generally straight line 
through the device (Fig 2). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to make the first channel generally straight as one 
of ordinary skill in the art would have expected the device to function equally well with 
either channel being straight. 
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Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments witli respect to claims 1-1 1 have been considered but are 
not persuasive. Applicant has argued that slit valve 46 is not air- and liquid-proof. The 
valve is disclosed as a hemostatic valve which seals the second flow path and is self- 
closing. Anyone of ordinary skill in the art would recognize that a hemostatic valve (a 
valve which stops the flow of blood) is air- and liquid- proof and that the rubber which 
forms the valve must be air- and liquid- proof in order for the device to operate without 
leaking. As to the first lumen being straight, it is clear from Fig 2 that the second flow 
path (42) Is parallel with the combined flow path (38) and that the switch 40 and 42 
would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art in order to make the first flow path the 
straight path. The device will function equally well in either arrangement. 

Conclusion 

Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ELIZABETH R. MACNEILL whose telephone number Is 
(571)272-9970. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-5:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin SIrmons can be reached on (571) 272-4965. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Elizabeth R MacNeill/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3767 
/Kevin C. Sirmons/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3767 



